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Indtroduction
At the beginning of our discussion it is better to said that the most visible phenomenon among the people is that many of them are very careless on the possession of property or even to get the advantage from any. They used not to think about, but prefer to neglect, the rightness of owning, the rightness of acquiring and the rightness of spending the property as well. In their mind is whatever they can reach to and gain, irrespective to the ethic and moral on the way of reaching and gaining, is totally belong to them, and they are free to do so ever. It is a very liberal concept of property.
Moreover, the economic life system or the materialistic life paradigm is seems to be secularist more than Islamic, or at least, moralistic or philosophically based on. In addition to this reality and fact, the difficulty of survival in the daily life made some people supposed that there is no more system of economy or system of property owning than what is happening and done by majority of them. So they are very careless of the inviolability of the property.
Above all, because of that reality and fact, and some misunderstanding of religion concept there are some scholars of Islam among muslim scholars who try to interpret the Qur'anic text (verses) merely depend on the case and fact. Or better to say, to justify the reality of life with the verses of Qur'an. But not to pick the Qur'anic teaching up to the life, or to build up the life depend on the doctrine of Qur'an, as it is ought to 1 . They forget that religion, instead of saying the Qur'an and the Sunnah, is the last of four sources of knowledge and truthfulness or guidance as well that must be the last judge of any case and problem of life. Many of economic thoughts, at least in the concept of property ownership are not referred to the religious teaching, and merely based on human thought and the theories as well.
In general sense, property is physical or intangible entity that is owned by a person or jointly by a group of persons. And many people understand that depending on the nature of the property, an owner of property has the right to consume, sell, rent, mortgage, transfer, exchange or destroy his or her property, and or to exclude others from doing these things 2 . There is no more in their mind than a belief that the right to own property is a part of human nature and that is related to the instinct for survival and self preservation. Even though the nature has undergone the changes, but, anyhow the nature of property rights depends greatly on the kind of philosophy or ideology. And it seems that philosophically among people concern to the theory or attitude that physical wellbeing or material success and worldly possessions or progress constitute the greatest good and highest value in life 3 . Consequently, people are directed by the thought and attitude as well of gaining the wealth and collecting the property as many as they can, and usually neglecting the code of ethic and moral.
Many people do not concern to the way how they acquire and collect the property. Many people are careless of spending their belonging and wealth. And many of them do not aware of the rights of property and the claims on it as well. They only understand that the owner of property is free to consume, sell, rent, mortgage, transfer, exchange or destroy his or her property, and or to exclude others from doing these things. They think that Islam has not a concept of property ownership or the doctrine of materialistic life, and only teach its people the ritual worship.
So far, it is perhaps beyond their knowledge that ten centuries (one thousand years) before the most well known economist, Adam Smith (17231790), proclaimed his economic theory, there were many muslim scholars who has written (though not in specific book) about economics from an Islamic point of view. Moreover, three centuries before Smith's life Ibnu Khaldun (13321406 M/732808 H) the well known of earlier muslim sociologist has offered his idea and thought on the economic theory through his well known book, al Muqaddimah or Prolegomena. Yes, this monumental work was written in the frame of history and sociology study, but there was fundamental point of view on economic aspect. The chief concern of this monumental work was to identify psychological, economic, environmental and social facts that contribute to the advancement of human civilization and the currents of history 4 . Shortly, the economic issues i.e. the property ownership, the interest of bank, the usury (riba) etc. are not excluding the Islamic teaching and not beyond the muslim scholars concern as well. Imam Muhammad Abu Zahrah, the famous and prominent Egyptian ulama in the first twentieth century who has great intention and desire of the implementation of shariah was one the ulamas who has keen interest on the issue of economy, especially on the issue of usury (riba) 5 . He has written several It is better to know that Zahratu al Tafasir was compiled in the latest several years before the die of Abu Zahrah. That is why this Tafsir has not completed or covered the whole Al Qur'an yet. It is only up to verse no. 19 of surah an Naml (27) and consists of 10 volumes. The book was printed and distributed by Daar el Fikri el
Araby.
This humble paper is trying to explore Sheikh Zahrah point of view on some issues concerning the property i.e. the understanding of property or the interpretation of al mal, the understanding of provision (rizq), the conception of blessing (barakah) and glimpse on the danger of usury (riba) in the acquisition of wealth and property. Anyhow, it is necessary to understand firstly the etymological concept of the word property (al Mal) in order to reach to the correct understanding of the property conceptually and practically.
The word mal or al mal of Arabic is translated into property or wealth in English language 12 , which is mean any physical or intangible entity that is owned by a person or jointly by a group of persons 13 . It is mentioned in Lisan al 'Arab dictionary that al mal is derived from mawala, and means whatever belong to you from among the things. Originally, Ibn Athir said, the word mal is only related to the possession of gold and silver, and then generalized to an achievement and ownership of the goods and assets 14 . It means that whatsoever owned by human being is considered as al mal.
And the fuqaha' (Islamic jurists), of course, have their own definition on al mal. They said that al mal is whatsoever possible of the possession, the acquisition and the utilization as usual utilization 15 . But in this occasion we are not going to discuss the jurists' views and understanding, as well as their debates on this subject.
For the starting point, every muslim should understand that Al Qur'an has given an obvious teaching and principal concept that everything is owned by Allah (God), and that property in the absolute sense belongs to Him. Allah is the ultimate and unlimited owner of all that is on earth. Allah has said: 16 .
To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and All that is therein, and He is able to do all things
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The other verse indicates that actually human being is only the trustee of Allah on the earth. This makes man's ownership conditional, contractual and effectively fractionally. As long as he remains worthy of God's trust he has to enjoy the use and advantages of God's property 17 . Therefore his ownership of the property must be operated in the frame of this trust. Allah has said: 18 .
And it is very obvious that the property and wealth belongs to the human being is actually bestowed by Allah, and all are owned by God and belong to Him alone. That is true, for mankind has no power and opportunity to work except from and because of the grace of Almighty Allah. Whatever done by human being in order to earn and collect the property and to survive in their life is no more than logical consequences of the life itself. But man cannot become an absolute owner, since ownership of all things, including man himself, belongs to God. Allah has said:
…. And give them something yourselves out of the wealth of Allah
which He has bestowed upon you 19 .
However, it does not mean that, as human beings, then we do not have the right to own property. Not so. Anyhow, whatever provided by Almighty Allah is become our responsibility to consume it and to invest it as well, due to the rule of Allah. His Almighty has said:
Eat and drink of that which Allah has provided and do not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth 20 .
Islamiconomic:
Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful to him….. 21 22 .
  
and spend (in charity) of that with which we have provided you, before death comes to one of you 23 . 
It will be nevermore terminated both of any creature's feet in the day after before questioned about four characteristics: about his age; how did he spend it, about his youth period; what did he spend it for, about his property; how did he acquire it and what did he expend it for, and about his knowledge; what did he work on it for.
Some muslims people have a misunderstanding on the concept of provision (rizq). They think that Allah will directly grant them this provision and provide it to them automatically, as He has said that no living creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. "There is no moving creature on earth but its sustenance dependeth on Allah. He knoweth the time and place of its definite abode and its temporary deposit: all is In a clear record" 25 . So, they are lazy and don't want to work hard. Moreover, due to their misunderstanding on some verses and prophetic tradition texts about the trial of children and wealth, they do not want to struggle for seeking the enlarged provision by Allah. But, some of them have misconception on the ascetic life (zuhd). They think that this style of life means self embargo from the possession of property and wealth, or self withdrawal from the worldly life as well.
No, it's not like that. The true zuhd is having the wealth in plenty without keeping it in minds but renounce it, and spend it in charity and for the sake of Almighty Allah 26 .
They forget that Allah has given them the complete equipments and tolls to undergo this life. Allah has subjected all that is on the earth to all mankind 27 , but subjected whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth for the mankind 28 . Therefore the provision that has been stretched and increased by Allah to all mankind must be sought. And not be waited. Allah has said : 29 .
Vol. 30 .
Almighty Allah has preferred some people above others in wealth and property, whether they are muslim or nonmuslim. The preference of Allah provision is due to
His grace and will as He gives wealth and sustenance to whom He will, and He doesn't
give it to whom He will as well. "And it is He who has made you generations coming after generations, replacing each other on the earth. And He has raised you in ranks, some above others that He may try you in that which He has bestowed on you. Surely your Lord is Swift in retribution, and certainly He is OftForgiving, Most Merciful". 31 Therefore, in order to not misbehave upon the fact of differential and superiority of the provision, which is usually conducted improperly by many muslim people, Rasulullah Peace be upon him has reminded us that a man in the sight of
Allah is measured not with his property and wealth. It has been narrated by Imam
Ahmad that He said:
Verily, Allah will give him who He likes and dislike the world, and will not give the religion (din) only to whom He likes. So who has given the din meaning that Allah is, really, love him
Because the wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world therefore the word "world" is used directly in this hadith. And it is very obvious in reality of life that Allah grant the provision to anyone whom He whish.
The principal idea that must be kept in the mind of all muslims is that everyone of them has to struggle in his life and to seek the provision of Allah, which is stretched around of the earth and heavens, through the right path and then, eventually, spend his belongings for the correct aim and in the right way. Shortly, the muslim must understand well the limit of property rights, the legitimates acquisition of property, the ethics of property rights and last but not least is the claim on the property.
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Abu Zahrah's Perspective on Property.
The Understanding of Property (al Mal) and Provision (al Rizq)
The word mal and all its derivative words are mentioned in the Holy Qur'an more than 80 times 33 . It is indicating that the matter of material aspect (property) get the great attention in Islamic system of life. For Islam does not separate or differentiate between material life and the spiritual one. There is tight interrelation in between.
The word mal or its derivation in the Qur'an is mentioned firstly at verse no. 
The Understanding of Infaq
The word infaq is derived from the word anfaqa which is mean to spend 38 , to expend, i.e. to spend the provision of Allah, to spend the property for the life.
Everyone should have the awareness of spending his property properly and correctly.
It will come into the existence if he belief that whatsoever belong to him is not purely from his own effort, but from the kindness of Allah; from the provision of Allah which is stretched for all human kind.
Infaq or nafaqah is also means the on spot gift or donation as a matter of charity.
It's the realized donation obligated by the own necessity of who gives it or the necessity of the community he live in and the social necessities. 39 To use the expression of al sadaqah (alms) instead of al infaq (spending the property) is to indicate that the complimented of declared spending of the property is the charities in which a pupil intend to reach the satisfaction of the Lord, with the prove intention and a pure heart. 40 In order to get the promised reward from spending the property in the cause of Allah one has to do it in the pure soul ‫ـﻨﻔﺲ(‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫اﻟ‬ ‫ـﺐ‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫;)ﻃﻴ‬ without reminders his generosity, or mentioning it to others, without injury and without any intention of being to be seen by others. For who has expended his property in order to be seen by others is considered become a polytheist. Rasulullah saw said: "Anyone who offer praying due to be seen by others is considered to be a polytheist, anyone who fast in order to be seen is considered to be a polytheist and anyone who give charity in order to be seen is considered to be a polytheist". 41 Furthermore, concerning to the acquisition of the property and its expenditure Sheik Abu Zahrah said: " In fact, Allah is the only who provide the property for them so they can spend it for others. He is the only who affect and stir their heart so they kind to give the others. And, He is, in fact, the only owner of them and whatsoever they spend and all of their deeds" 42 . So, the expression of ‫ـﻢ(‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫ﺑﻬ‬ ‫ر‬ ‫ـﺪ‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫ﻋﻨ‬ ‫ـﺮﻫﻢ‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫أﺟ‬ ‫ـﻢ‬ ‫ـ‬ ‫;)ﻟﻬ‬ their reward is with their Lord is indicating to the very kindness of Allah. Allah has granted the reward, and man should not worry about. Therefore they have to spend their property sincerely and only for the sake of Allah.
According to Abu Zahrah, spending the property in the way of Allah and for the sake of Allah is the only way out of property problematic. The guarantee of no fear and nor shall they grieve for who has spent their property properly implies that the well managed property will produce social security; give the happiness to the giver and the enjoyment to whom being given. Moreover, it will be no more way of securing the property of the have man and protecting it as well than spending it in the right way. So, to some extend the poor man can enjoy with that property, and the public interest get its right also 43 .
The Conception of Barakah (Blessing)
In addition to the understanding of property and the spending of it (the expenditure) is better to also know and understand as well Abu Zahrah's conception of the barakah (blessing). The word barakah it self means al nama' wa al ziyadah 44 (the growth and the increase). It means the unlimited and senseless divine benefaction of anything, with non sensible addition. 45 The first time he offers his concept on barakah is during the explanation of the reward of those who spend their wealth (in Allah's cause) by day and night, in secret and in public. While explaining the first reward; ‫ـﻢ‬ ‫ر‬ ‫ـﺪ‬ ‫ﻋﻨ‬ ‫ـﺮﻫﻢ‬ ‫أﺟ‬ ‫ـﻢ‬ ‫ﻓﻠﻬ‬ (they shall have their reward with their Lord), he said that it means the reward with the comfort place (paradise) at the day after and in the world as well which is indicated by the existence of barakah, and also with the merit of mutual assistance and synergism which is resulted by the charity and the spent of wealth in the cause of Allah.
Conclusion
Islam in its very essence is religion of justice and equality. That is mean that to understand it one should refer to its basic sources in order to get proper starting point of view upon all problems occurred.
The problem of poorness, the lack of property, or it is used to called the problem of social welfare, is the global problem faced by all nations and countries all aver the world. That is true because the matter of property is concern to everyone and every group of people. To solve this problem or at least to discuss on it needs the right understanding on the issues surrounding the property.
Many muslim people have a misunderstanding and misconception on the issue of property. Some are very pessimistic and only understand that the property is automatically provided by Allah. Some are very prejudice and only know that property is the trial of Allah, so they become apathetic. And some other are very careless. They just think how to acquire the property and how to collect it, irrespective to some extent to the ethical value and religious doctrine. 
